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2017-18 Season Opener!!!
Seemingly comfortably ensconced in his charming Connecticut home, Sidney Bruhl, a successful writer of
Broadway thrillers, is struggling to overcome a dry spell which has resulted in a string of failures and a shortage of funds. A possible break in his fortunes occurs when he receives a script from a student in the seminar
he has been conducting at a nearby college—a thriller which Sidney recognizes immediately as a potential
Broadway hit. Sidney's plan, which he devises with his wife's help, is to offer collaboration to the student, an
idea which the younger man quickly accepts. Thereafter suspense mounts steadily as the plot begins to twist
and turn with devilish cleverness, and with such an abundance of thrills and laughter, that audiences will be
held enthralled until the final, startling moments of the play.
Anna Cormier & Michael Culp
as Myra & Sydney Bruhl

Michael Culp & Jackson Nickolay
rehearse a scene from Deathtrap.

The Cast
Sydney Bruhl: Michael Culp
Myra Bruhl: Anna Cormier
Porter Milgram: Russell M. Gallas

Clifford Anderson: Jackson Nickolay
Helga TenDorp: Jodi Miller

Directed by Deborah Ruth
Produced by Laurie Van Ark
Assistant Director Katie Fynewever

Preview night Thursday, October 5
Opening night reception Friday, October 6

Plays 7:30pm on
October 5-7
October 13-14
October 19-21
2pm on October 15
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NUNSENSE comes to Holland Civic!
NUNCRACKERS: THE NUNSENSE CHRISTMAS MUSICAL is the first
TV Special taped by the sisters in their convent basement studio for
Cable Access. It stars the nuns you know and love from the original
Nunsense musicals plus Father Virgil and some of Mt. Saint Helen’s
most talented students.
It features all new songs including: Twelve Days Prior to Christmas,
Santa Ain’t Comin’ To Our House, We Three Kings of Orient Are
Us, and It’s Better to Give Than To Receive. This show is filled
with Nunsense humor, some of your favorite carols and an uproarious
take on Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet. NUNCRACKERS will make
you laugh and maybe tug at your heartstrings. It’s the perfect way to
ensure your holiday season is merry and bright.

Auditions for Nuncrackers
Auditions are: Monday Sept. 25 and Tuesday Sept. 26 at 6:30
PM at Holland Civic Theatre. Callbacks will be Wednesday Sept. 27 at
6:30 PM also at Holland Civic Theatre.
Auditions will include a cold reading from the script, a short choreography routine and a vocal audition. Accents are
listed in the character descriptions, attempt appreciated at auditions but not required.
For the vocal audition: We would like you to prepare a COMEDIC song (bring the sheet music or recorded
accompaniment) that shows off your range and comedic personality. Recorded accompaniment is preferred but the
music director can sight read and play if necessary. She just can't watch your audition while playing. The song
must be from a show and you should sing it "in character." We will also check ranges and put people together to
sing in parts.

Ushers & Concessions Hosts
HCT is proudly supported by
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs and
The National
Endowment for
‘the Arts

It’s simple to sign up to be an usher or concession host!

HCT uses “Sign Up Genius” to fill open slots for
each volunteer opportunity. Ushers & concession
hosts can stay on the night they work and see the
show (subject to availability)
Please consider volunteering!
Sign up today at:
http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0a4ba9ab28a02-deathtrap
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Nuncracker Character Descriptions
Female Roles
Reverend Mother Mary Regina (Mother Superior of the Little Sisters of Hoboken) tries to be strict and keep order,
but things often get out of her control. She grew up in a circus family and her “showbiz” background and sense of
humor always shine through her attempt at creating a tough exterior. (Irish Brogue accent)
Sister Mary Hubert (Mistress of Novices) is second in command to Mother Superior. She wanted to be a nun all
her life and at times finds it difficult to deal with problems she firmly believes are created by Mother Superior’s ineptness. She is very practical. She and Mother Superior have a healthy and humorous rivalry.
Sister Robert Anne (streetwise nun from Brooklyn, New York) is one tough cookie but has a heart and soul of
gold. She feels she has real theatrical potential and is constantly frustrated by Reverend Mother’s refusal to let her
“star” in the show. (Brooklyn accent)
Sister Mary Paul (aka Amnesia, nun who lost her memory) was hit on the head with a crucifix and for a long period didn’t remember who she was. Now, everyone knows she is Sister Mary Paul, a country singer who jumpstarted her recording career as the first nun to appear at the Grand Ole Opry. Even though she has her memory
back, she always seems to be a “little vacant” but innocently endearing.
Sister Mary Leo (novice in the first three shows who wants to be a ballerina) now has her black veil. She is very
excited to be in the Christmas show because Reverend Mother has allowed her to dance in the Nutcracker Ballet.
Sister Leo has dedicated her life to becoming the first famous nun ballerina.
Sister Mary Wilhelm is the Convent Nurse. Before entering the convent, she had appeared in some Beach Blanket movies and personally knows Frankie Avalon.
Sister Mary Luke (Also a teacher at Mount Saint Helen’s) is grateful that Reverend Mother has allowed her to participate in the festivities.
Sister Mary Celeste (a new novice) has recently entered the Little Sisters of Hoboken Convent.

Male Roles
Father Virgil Manly Trott (Sister Mary Leo’s “real-life” brother) is a Franciscan Father of Fort Wayne and grew up
in the Mississippi Delta where he and his sister were part of the Trott Family Singers. He now has his own radio
show, and the sisters invited him to participate in the Christmas program because they knew he could give them
pointers on presenting a good show.
Brother Brendan Joseph is a teacher at Mount St. Helen’s School and is thrilled to be part of the “Nuncrackers”
cast.
Sister Julia, Child of God is the notorious Convent Cook who, in the original “Nunsense” show, was responsible
for the accidental poisoning of fifty-two sisters when she served some tainted vichyssoise soup. (Will be a Male
Actor impersonating Julia Child.)

Children’s Roles
(Ages 8 years and older) – All the Children’s roles sing and have choreography – most have spoken lines. Louise,
Maria, Frannie, Margaret, John, Billy, Ronald & Jimmy.
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New for the
2017-18 Season!
We are changing our Opening
Night Reception for the 2017-18
Season.
The wine and hors d'oeuvres
reception will be on Friday of
the
opening weekend.
Thursday opening weekend
will be a $10 preview night.
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Tickets and Benefactors
Gold Star Sponsor* .....................................

$1,000+

Season Playbill ¼ Page Ad†
HCT Couple Membership

24 Mainstage show admissions
Season Playbill Gold Star Sponsor recognition◊

Producer’s Club* ...........................................

$500-999

8 Mainstage show admissions
Season Playbill Producer’s Club Sponsor recognition◊
HCT Couple Membership

Director’s Club* .............................................

$250-499

8 Mainstage show admissions
Season Playbill Director’s Club Sponsor recognition◊
HCT Couple Membership

Actor’s Circle* ...............................................

$160-249

8 Mainstage show admissions
Season Playbill Actor’s Circle Sponsor recognition◊
HCT Couple Membership

Angel*.............................................................

$110-159

6 Mainstage show admissions
Season Playbill Angel Sponsor recognition◊
HCT Couple Membership

Season Ticket ...............................................

$42

3 Mainstage show admissions (Adult and Senior tickets only)
Season tickets do not include admission to the Tulip Time shows.
Can opt to use voucher for Nuncrackers.
*Tax deduction available with this donation.
†
◊

Advertisements must be received no later than September 15, 2017.
Names for Playbill must be received no later than September 15, 2017.

Please enroll me as a sponsor!

Name(s) for Playbill recognition:

Contact and Billing Address (All information is kept confidential)
Payment Information
 Credit (VISA, MC, Disc)

$
Amount


 Check enclosed

 Please bill me

Card Number (if paying by Credit)

Expiration


Name

eMail Address

Mailing Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone
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Hello,
Join in the celebration! Holland Civic Theatre is about to kickoff its 58th Season!
A new season of live, exciting theatre is about to begin at Holland Civic Theatre. For
58 consecutive years, HCT has provided live theatre performances to local audiences.
You’ve seen the plays – now advertise your business in our playbill!!!
Holland Civic Theatre is an all volunteer, non-profit organization, and support from our
community, businesses and individuals is needed to continue to provide this form of
cultural entertainment. Please consider supporting Holland Civic Theatre with your ad
or message in the 2017-18 Playbill. Your ad will be seen in our Playbill by our audiences throughout the entire regular season of terrific shows.
The ad cost is attached on the next page. Call me at 616-283-1746 if you need more
information.
To reserve ad space, please complete the next page and return it to
Holland Civic Theatre. Deadline for ad copy: September 15, 2017.
To send your ad copy by email, send it to: ljdecan@gmail.com.
With the support and contributions from our advertisers and underwriters, HCT can
continue to provide the excitement of live theatre performances and offer educational
experiences to families and individuals in the Greater Holland Community. Thank you
for being a vital part of our community and supporting Holland Civic Theatre.
Sincerely,

Lynda DeCan
Playbill Manager

50 W. 9th Street / Holland, MI 49423 / 616-396-2021 / www.hollandcivictheatre.org
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September 2017
Deathtrap opens October 5!
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Holland Civic Theatre
50 W. 9th Street, Holland, MI 49423
Box Office: 616-396-2021 Lobby Phone: 616-396-9446
www.hollandcivictheatre.org
www.facebook.com/Hollandcivictheatre
Holland Civic Theatre is a non-profit 501c3 organization
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